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Advent Week 2 

CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

Are you not looking forward to another season of ugly Christmas 
sweater parties?  Then, really Experience Christmas with us this year. 

OurAdvent Series:  Let this series guide your faith 
“experience” with the stories of Christmas, savoring the text 
and entering the story personally. 

The guiding principal of the series from Jan Johnson’s book 
“Taste and See - Experience Christmas,” is based on the 
precepts from Joshua 1:8 – “This book of the law shall not depart 
out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written 
in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you 
shall be successful.”  Therefore, meditation upon God’s Word 
leads to our prosperity and success in God’s ordering for our 
life’s experience with Christ. 

 12/4 –  Week 2: Experience Preparation – 
  Mary – Luke 1:26-38 & 1:39-56
 12/11 – Week 3: Experience Challenge – 
  Joseph – Matthew 1:18-25
 12/18 – Week 4: Experience Christ (the Birth) – 
  Luke 2:1-7
 12/24 – Experience Love on Christmas Eve
  (5pm, 8:30pm & 11pm)
 12/25- Experience Joy (11:15am service only)

On Christmas Day we will celebrate one service at 11:15am and 
no Sunday School is scheduled for that day.  The nursery will be 
open for the service.

 Please use our invite cards to share with friends 
 and family to invite them to Christmas Eve and  
 Christmas Day services.  Cards are available in 
 the Narthex 
 and the  
 Gathering Area 
 or from the 
 Church Office.

3rd Annual Food Drive for Giving Tuesday:  
Once again this year we will be helping THRIVE Peninsula, Inc. 
with the annual Giving Tuesday food drive.  Bags are still 
available, please ask an usher for directions.  Food can be 
dropped off between now and next Sunday, December 11th, 
when we will bless the bags before transporting them to 
THRIVE.  This drive helps carry THRIVE’s ministry into the 
lean winter months post Christmas.  Start stocking non-
perishable food items now.  

Advent Small Group Studies: As you may be 
making your Christmas list already and checking it twice, 
it is also time to think about not getting bogged down this 
Christmas so much that you miss the real experience of 
God’s love made known to us in the best gift - Jesus.  The 
Advent study this season will parallel our pastors’ preaching 
in worship and will focus on allowing study participants to 
“become part of the Christmas stories!” Experience Advent 
with your senses in this creative approach based on careful 
reading of scripture and combined with the imaginative 
reading approach introduced by Saint Ignatius.  The study 
called “Taste and See” invites you to experience the stories of 
the season with your senses and consider how these stories 
speak to your own life.

Two offerings this year:  
Sunday Evening: Pastor Gina 
will lead on Sunday evenings 
(beginning today) from 5:45 to 
7:30.

Wednesday Morning: Pastor 
Peggy will lead on Wednes-
days (beginning 11/30)from 
10:30am to noon 

Childcare will be provided for 
the Sunday evening course.  

Books will be available for $12.

There is still time to participate, join us this week on Sunday 
evening or Wednesday morning.

Children’s Christmas Pageant This Eveing:  
Join us this evening 5pm in the Celebration Center to 
watch our little ones perform “O Come Let Us Adore Him.”  
We will then follow the pageant with a covered dish dinner 
and fellowship.  Invite your friends and family to come and 
experience  Christmas through the eyes of our children.
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Growth Opportunities . . . 

The Good Grief Group meets again on Tuesday, 
December 20th at 6:30pm in Room 20.  Bring your dinner 
if you’d  like and we’ll share some helpful ways of coping with 
grief. See you there!  For more information, contact Sandy 
Marcuson at 874-0608.

United Methodist Women Circles:  The UMW 
Circle groups meet September to May:

* Mary Freeman Circle meets first Monday of the 
        month (will meet 12/5 @7pm in Room 20
* Dana Tyson/Ardelle Lett Circle meets 1st Tuesday 
        of the month (will meet 12/6 @ 10:30am in Room 10)
* Miriam Gruber Circle meets 1st Wednesday of the month 
(will meet 12/7 at 7pm in a members home)
*Barbara Liddick Circle mets 1st Thursday of the month (No 
meeting in December)

To learn more about the UMW Circles, contact Marisol 
Liceaga at mpliceaga@gmail.com or 757-223-7778.

New Opportunity to Serve Christ and Others:  
Pastor Bert and the WMUMC Care Team has developed 
a new ministry that will train and guide lay people to 
spiritually care for people in our church and community. 
Trained lay volunteers, known as Congregational and 
Community Care Ministers (C3s), will use their gifts and 
graces to be a partner in ministry with the clergy and staff. 
Expanding, but not replacing the Pastors, C3s may do things 
like make personal visits, telephone persons in need of 
contact, meet one-on-one with persons in need of a listening 
ear for prayer and encouragement, and encourage persons 
in need. C3s are trained to develop active listening skills and 
theologically appropriate responses, as well as be given 
Scripture suggestions for various situations.  Training 
sessions will be on January 14th, 9am to 4pm, will include 
lunch and January 28th 9am to noon.  You must attend both 
sessions.  Visit our website to register at www.wmumc.org or 
contact Pastor Bert with questions or for more information - 
pastorbert@wmumc.org. 

Bishop Lewis Challenges Church to Prayer & 
Fasting:  Our new bishop, Bishop Sharma Lewis, has
challenged mid-size church pastors to call their churches to 
pray and fast for our nation, our new President, the world 
and the needs of evangelism worldwide. Our three pastors 
are responding with a commitment to fast one-day per week 
and are asking our church community to join them. Book-
marks from the World Methodist Evangelism Institute are 
available on the welcome tables and this can assist you in 
your prayer and fasting time. If you would like to discuss this 
further, feel free to speak with one of your pastors.

Financial Peace University Begins on 
February 5th. 

Do you want to be a “debt free quarterback”?  Worried 
about Finances for 2017?  Need to learn how to budget?  
Have you been seeking a way to better manage finances, 
especially in light of the call of your faith?

Then Financial Peace University is your answer.

Join us on Sundays at 5:45pm beginning February 5th for 
this transformative 9 week course.

To learn more and to register, visit our Facebook page to 
click on the registration link.  Visit our website or Facebook 
events by January 20th  (to allow time for  materials to 
arrive).  There is a fee for this course which includes all class 
materials!  Jim Corliss will be the class leader.  Children are 
invited to participate in our Children’s Fellowship programs 
during that time.

United Methodist Men and Brothers of Christ 
will meet on Tuesday, December 6th at 6pm in the 
Fellowship Hall for dinner followed by a program on the 
Brothers of Christ Bible Study.  Please call Paul Ramsey at 
877-1203 to RSVP for dinner so enough food can be prepared.

The Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service: 
December 18th at 7:30pm- A service geared toward those 
who are dealing with loss and stress in the Season as a means 
of offering healing and hope. Nursery will be available for the 
little ones.

Pledges Update . . . 
 

Thank you to those who have submitted pledges already.  
So far we have received pledges for the Opeartions Fund
in the amount of $409,744.00 and for the Building Fund 
in the amount of $181,128.00.   

The pledge sheet for our 2017 One Vision Campaign offers 
a simple, unified way to make your pledge to both the 
Operations Fund that supports much of our ministries, and 
the Building Fund that retires our debt.  

If you need more time to prayerfully plan your giving, feel 
free to return your pledge in the offering plate on Sundays 
or you can mail to the church office on or before December 
25th.
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Fellowship Groups. . . .  
Note to parents:  There are no JAM time or M&M meetings until January.  Regular schedule will resume 
on January 8th at 5:45pm.  Carolling information will be posted soon.  The youth schedule is available on 
the bulletin board by the youth room.  

The JAM (Jesus And Me) Time Kids (pre-K) will meet in room 28.  Contact Christi Girvin at 725-0478 or Bonnie Turn-
er at 877-0551 for more information.  

The M&Ms (Magnanimous and Mindful) (children 1st to 5th grade) will gather in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact Sharon 
Ellis at 872-8495 for more information.  The M&Ms are learning about the Lord’s Prayer this year.  

The Youth gather in the Youth Room. We welcome all youth grades 6 through grade 12.  High School youth retreat trip 
is planned for December.  Please support your Youth group!  Contact John Evans at youthweb@wmumc.org or  876-5610 
cell/text.

Pick up brochures on the welcome stands in the Narthex and Gathering Area to learn more about these programs.  A 
snack supper is provided free of charge.

Children and Youth

Fun for Kids in Sunday School:  All kids Pre-K to Grade 5 
are invited to our Celebration Center on Sunday mornings at 10:10am for 
Sunday School opening.  Kids gather there for music and video fun, and then 
go to their age level classrooms with their own teacher.  Each month the kids 
are studying a new Bible verse.  Children also collect Bible Bucks for different 
assignments, tasks and positive behavior each Sunday.   Every third Sunday is 
“Sunday Funday.”  Please encourage your child to invite friends.  Feel free to 
speak to any Sunday School leader if you have any questions.

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open during worship, Sunday 
School, and many scheduled events. We offer professionally trained staff for children 
birth through age 4.  Please ask a greeter, usher or pastor for directions to the nursery. 
Please do not use the nursery if your child is sick or running a fever, in consideration 
of the other children and families.  Childcare is provided as part of our ministry and 
there is no fee.

Children’s Christmas Craft Workshop:  All 
children preschool to 5th grade are invited to attend and 
make “gifts” for Christmas.  Snacks and lunch will be 
provided.  
 Saturday, December 10th
          10am to 4pm (come all day or part of the day)
        Fellowship Hall

This is a great time for children and it gives parents a chance 
to do holiday preparations.

CHKD Care Boxes:  Today, our JAM (Jesus and Me) Time Kids 
will be putting together care boxes to be taken to CHKD.  It’s not 
too late to help.  They are looking for donations of different items to 
include: (for childrens box) crayons, activity/coloring books, bubbles, 
stuffed animals, silly band aids, stickers, fun pencils, etc.  
(For the parent box) travel size lotions and deodorants, small note 
pads and pens, puzzle books, travel toothbrush and paste, disposable 
razors, hard candy, other small useful items. 

Even though the children are putting the boxes together today, ad-
ditional donations can be left in Room 28 and will also be taken to 
CHKD.  For more information, please contact Christi Girvin at 
christig42@yahoo.com.
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Things of Interest and Community Events. . .

Are You Interested in Yoga?  We have the 
opportunity to provide Christian Yoga Classes here at 
WMUMC!  10-week sessions will begin on Friday, January 
6th from 6pm to 7pm in the Celebration Center.  The cost 
will be $60 for all ten weeks or $10 per class if you pay for 
one class at a time.  You may sign up on the bulletin board 
in the hallway outside the Fellowship Hall.  If you have any 
questions, you may call Karen Minetree at 369-8081.

Cookie Walk and Bazaar – Many thanks!
A big “Thank You!” to everyone at Warwick Memorial who 
had a part in making the annual Cookie Walk and Bazaar a 
big success! You baked thousands of cookies, helped make 
wonderful crafts, cooked peanuts, moved tables, made 
delicious food for breakfast and lunch and shopped 
enthusiastically!  The proceeds from the sales will benefit 
many missions and church projects.  It was an amazing day 
and we couldn’t have done it without you!

Reminder: If you brought your cookies to the church on 
your own plate or in a container, please remember to stop 
by the Fellowship Hall kitchen to pick it up and take it 
home!

Second Chance Sale - Still need a gift or two?  
After the Lampstand service today, the “2nd-Chance Sale” 
will be open in the Celebration Center until 1:30 (many 
handcrafted items are still available for purchase!)  After 
today, the items will be moved to the 1st grade classroom.

Attendance 11/27/16 
8:30am - 80
9:00am - 100
11:15am -  75
Total Worship Attendance: 255
Sunday School Attendance: 86

LAST WEEK’S NUMBERS . . .

Additional Dates added for new Church 
Directory Photo (as well as for friends and 
family)- 
   

Signups for the two new dates (December 15 and 16) 
from 1-8pm are now available.  If you missed your session 
last week or no more appointments were open, please visit 
the website and sign up today!
     •  No purchase necessary – everyone gets a free 8x10
         and pictorial directory (for members and active
         friends).  
     •  New appointments available on December 15th and  
        16th.   
     •  Discounts available with coupon (pick up coupon 
         when you sign in). 

                *  20% discount for all Active/retired Military and
                   First Responders for photos ordered.
                *  20% discount for Seniors (60+) on any photo 
                    packages ordered.
                * $5 off with non-perishable 
                  food donation.

     •  Pets maybe included in your photo.
     •  Friends and Family – Anyone can  
         have their portrait done and get the
         free 8x10 and you do not have to be 
        a member of the church or be 
        included in the directory.  They 
        can order additional prints if 
        they choose.   

Paint Night - Save The Date:  Our 2nd annual 
Paint Night @ WMUMC 
has been scheduled for 
Saturday, January 21 
in the Fellowship Hall.  
Space is limited to 30 
people – signup is 
available on the website 
and Facebook. 

“The Vine” - Next Gathering will be 
Wednesday, December 21st
Come and join us for “The Vine’s” fourth gathering 
beginning in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm.  This month’s theme 
focuses on “Experiencing Jesus at Christmas.” After that, 
we’ll “make haste” to the Fellowhsip Hall for a tasty 
dinner.  Later, from 7pm to 8pm we will gather together for 
a creative inergenrational Christmas activity.  

Feel free to think of it as a “smorgasbord” in that you are 
welcome to select from any OR all of the 3 sessions, either 
the relaxed worship service at 5:30pm, the dinner at 
6:15-ish or the small group programs beginning at 7pm.

To learn more, visit our webiste at www.wmumc.org and 
click on the slider for “The Vine”.

We ask that you sign up for dinner so the ladies will know 
how much food to prepare.  A suggested dinner donation 
is $8.50 per adult and $4.50 for youth (ages 6-12) and 
children under 6 eat free. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If 
you remain in Me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; 
apart from Me 
you can do 
nothing.”  John 15:5
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Mission and Serve Opportunities. . .

Red Cross Blood Drive:  Just a reminder, our church is 
going to be hosting another Blood Drive through the 
American Red Cross on January 27th, 2017.  More details will 
follow and sign up will 
be available through 
our website and in 
Sunday School classes.

Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings will go to 
support Innocent Afful, our United Methodist missionary and 
the work he is doing in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
the largest country in Sub Saharan Africa.  

Innocent P. Afful is a missionary with the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, serving as 
coordinator for orphans and vulnerable children for the 
Churches of Christ in the Congo, based in Kinshasa in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

Innocent’s work is focused in the Diakoinia Department, which 
serves the most vulnerable, including thousands of children, 
many orphaned or jeopardized through civil conflict. There are 
some 18,000 children in distress in the Kinshasa area, the capital 
area, alone.

Innocent is a native of Ghana and has worked in social ministry 
both in his own country and in Liberia and Sierra Leone. He is a 
member of the Rev. J.C. Mensah Memorial Methodist Church in 
Accra. He studied at institutions in Ghana and Sierra Leone. He 
was at one time a United Methodist missioner of hope and from 
1999 through 2013 was employed by the James One 27 
Vocational Training Project in Mumford, Ghana, a US-based 
nonprofit corporation.

“I started my faith journey at Sunday school classes at my local 
church, and became a teacher and an organizer of the youth 
volunteers in 
mission. I later became a 
community 
development 
worker with local 
churches.  At the tender 
age of 10, I can 
remember I was serving 
at church sweeping and 
dusting the church pews 
while those of my age 
were playing in the field. 
By design as I grew up, the only thing I wanted to do was to serve 
and bring happiness to those who grieve.”

Please pray about this and consider how you can make a 
difference through a partnership with these pastors and 
community leaders.  Your gifts are tax deductible as with your 
other contributions.  You can mark your gift on your offering 
envelope (or use the standard Thanksgiving/Christmas 
envelopes in your offering box) or mark your check 
“Thanksgiving or Christmas Offering.”   Thank you and may you 
we all be richly blessed during the holidays and beyond.

Honduras Mission Team Fundraisers:
1. Dino’s Pizza will donate 10% of profits on orders from 
4-9 pm on December 13th.  Orders can be dine-in or 
carry out but not on delivery.  I know everyone will be 
tired of turkey after Thanksgiving and will want to order 
a pizza, sub sandwich or some other delicious dish made 
by our local pizza shop, Dino’s Pizza.  They are located 
in the Warwick-Denbigh Shopping Center and their 
number is 757-877-1894.  

Thank you for supporting our Honduras Mission 
Team!!!

Your Help Is Needed For PORT
(People Offering Resources Together)

PORT is a program in our area that works with 
partner churches to offer overnight shelter and food to 

homeless men, women and children during the 
winter months from November through March.

WMUMC will host PORT
December 7th -14th 

It’s not too late, please give Jim King, facility manager, 
a call this coming week at 877-2270 if you have an 

interest to serve.  Don’t delay and miss out on a 
blessing to help those in need at this time of the year.  

Many different areas of need are available.

“Come one, Come all and get your Blessing. 
It will cost you nothing but your time.”

Cards to Active & Deployed Military:  If 
a loved one in your family is currently active military 
and on deployment in the US or worldwide, please let 
us know.  We are starting a mission to send them cards 
and gift packages from their church family - or 
extended church family.  Beginning today, there is a 
table in the hall outside the fellowship hall, please sign 
a card or two and these will be sent to our deployed 
military.  Let us know about your children or grand-
children who may be deployed and would appreciate 
some love from home.  Contact Sandra Allen at 897-
5919 or email 

Honduras Medical Mission Team Needs 
Sewn Items:  If you can sew, please pray about 
using your skills to serve the people of Honduras by 
sewing any of the following:  sanitary napkins for 
women and baby slings, hats, blankets, and diapers.  
If you need help with materials or patterns, please 
contact Carlos Liceaga at 757-846-5880 or 
carlosliceaga@cox.net.  The team leaves on February 
11, 2017.  If you don’t know how to sew or do not have 
the time, you can also help by putting a check in the 
offering plate, made out to Warwick Memorial UMC 
and with “Honduras” in the memo line.

As of 12/1/16, our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas offering has collected 

$485  
Thank you for your support.  We will 
continue to collect offerings through 

Christmas Day.



A Note About Congregational Care:  
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, 
or have become ill, please contact the 
church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you 
have an urgent situation, please call or 
text our care line at (757) 509-7611.  If 
you are going to the hospital, please let us 
know the date, time, and hospital where you will be receiving care. 
Due to HIPAA regulations, the hospital will not automatically 
inform the church of your hospitalization. 

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or 
care facility: Fran Shaffer (York Convelescent Center), Jane 
Guthrie (St. Francis), Beth Welch, Ginny Masters, Sonny Wood, 
Bob Warthan, Jane Goetz, Chris Ployd, Beverly Mayeaux, Kathy 
Young, Ruth McGhee, Pat Hodges, Eugene Wingo,  Jim Beran, 
Norma Coleman, Carol Lett, Samantha Fries, Lynn Bean, Denise 
Workinger,  Edryn Long, Mike Clevenger, Teresa Lotts, Connie 
Moran, Joyce Rhoads, Joe Gindhart, Sharon Blake, Anne Elder, 
Judy Hackett, Steve Crossett, Doris Comer, Leah Lively, Betty Ann 
Deiters, Linda Carrithers, Lynn Davenport, Shaffer Family, 
Marguerite Proffitt (cards can be mailed to 477 Menchville Road 
South, Newport News, VA 23602), Betty Potter (cards can be 
mailed to The Neighborhoods at St Elizabeth, 3320 Benson Ave, 
Room 224-2, Baltimore, MD 21227), Phyllis Arbogast (cards can be 
mailed to 169 Little John Place, Newport News, VA 23602)

Deployed Armed Forces:  Mel Hofler (in Korea), Dawn 
Sanderson (Kuwait)  

Please keep our High School Youth mission team in your prayers as 
they travel home from Eagle Eyrie today.
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Expand your Spirit Through Prayer . . .

Morning Prayer:  As I rise, O God, I give you thanks for safety in 
the night, for rest from my labors, for another day in this creation. Turn 
my eyes toward what is noble. Teach me to see hope where it is veiled. 
Give me the wisdom to desire the good. Help me to love not only those I 
encounter but myself as well, for with you, I know my many frailties and 
failings. Let peace reign. Amen. 

Evening Prayer:  As I end this day, Holy One, I give you thanks for 
the richness of my hours: for family and friends, for people with whom I 
work and play, for my neighbors, for those who fill this world with mu-
sic and art, for those whose needs remind me of my blessings and whose 
skills make me grateful for differences.  Guard us all, O God, and keep 
us in your embrace until the daylight comes. Amen.

Your Guide to the Latest at WMUMC . . 

Today
8:30am Sanctuary Service
9:00am Lampstand Service (CC)
10:10am Sunday School
10:10am Covenant Bible Study (Rm 20)
11:15am Sanctuary Service
3pm Cub Scouts Meeting (Rm 16)
4pm  Youth Choir Rehearsal
5:30pm AA (Rm 20) 
5:45pm Advent Study (Rm 27)
5:45pm NO Jam Time Kids (Rm 28)
5:45pm NO M&M’s (FH)
5:45pm NO Youth (Youth Room)
8pm AA (Rm 20)

Monday 12.5
10am PAA (Rm 27)
4pm Hotdogs and Homework (CHG)
6pm Upward/Coaches Mtg (CC)
6:30pm Scouts 
7pm Mary Freeman Circle (Rm 20)
7pm Praise Choir
7:15pm Praise and Chancel choirs
8:45pm Chancel Choir

Tuesday 12.6
10am PAA (Rm 27)
10am Dayna Tyson/Ardelle Lett Circle (Rm 10)
12pm Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions
6pm Upward Practice/Coaches Mtg (CC)
6pm  UMM & Brothers of Christ (FH)

Wednesday 12.7
Port Begins
7am Morning Prayer (Parlor)
10:30am Advent Study (Library)
4:15pm NO Cherub Choir 
4:45pm NO Junior Choir 
6pm Lampstand Planning Mtg (Rm 27)
7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Praise & Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20) 

Thursday 12.8
Port
10am PAA (Rm 27)
7pm Trustees Meeting (Rm. 10)

Friday 12.9
Port
2:30pm Bulletin Stuffing (Library)
6:30 Cub Scouts Mtg. (Rm 16)

Saturday 12.10
Port
9am Special Olympics Basketball (CC)
10am Children’s Christmas Workshop (FH)
6pm AA (Rm 20)
6:30pm Choir Christmas Party

For complete calendar please visit the website at 
wmumc.org and contact Jim King at 
facility@wmumc.org for room availability and reservations. 

Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions is Tuesday at 12 noon

We are social, so keep up to date with us 
and look us up:

Warwick Memorial United
Methodist Church

Senior Co-Pastors: Rev. Bert Cloud & 
                                  Rev. Gina Anderson-Cloud
Associate Pastor:    Rev. Peggy Langille

38 Hoopes Road
Newport News, VA 23608

WMUMC.org  |  757.877.2270

Thank You Note:  Just a Thank You seems so inadequate 
for the caring and love you have shown me during the past five 
months.  Your cards of encouragement and hugs, phone calls
and food, and most of all your prayers were very touching
and comforting. May God continue to bless you as you
faithfully serve Him through this church.  With deep
appreciation and love, THANK YOU.  Carol Bennett


